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ABSTRACT: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To reduce space required between a shutter and an 
image carrier and to miniaturize an electrophotographic device by sticking a 
soft protective member not for damaging the image carrier, even if the inside 
of the shutter comes into contact with the image carrier, to the inside of the 
shutter of an image forming unit. 

SOLUTION: The shutter 25 for opening/closing a window 20a is provided in the 
image forming unit A and a soft sponge-like protective member 30 not for 
damaging a photoreceptor 1 1 , even if the inside of the shutter comes into 
contact with the photoreceptor 1 1 is stuck to the inside of the shutter. When 
the image forming unit A is removed and the shutter 25 is closed, the 
protective member 30 being soft to the touch is interposed between the shutter 
25 and the photoreceptor 1 1 , to protect the surface of the photoreceptor 1 1 
from being scratched. 
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